
As we consider the values of inclusion and curiosity 
that drew Silkroad together in the first place, we 
are proud of this past year’s endeavors and are 
energized by the prospect of what lies ahead.  
The roadmap is clear: creating music that engages 
difference, sparks passion-driven learning, and 
fosters listening.  

New music, a broad range of artistic perspectives, 
and building community are central to Silkroad’s 
mission. This year featured newly commissioned 
pieces at our Freer|Sackler museum residency, 
inspired by artwork on exhibit.  Original works 
arranged and composed by Silkroad artists were 
included in Lynn Novack’s and Ken Burns’  
The Vietnam War series.  We began a collaboration 
with the city of Reggio Emilia, Italy, to foster 
a dynamic of curiosity and empathy between 
strangers. We launched multi-year U.S.-based 

residencies at Rice University in Houston, TX, and 
The College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, MA, 
where we’re using new commissions to drive and 
inspire residency activities.

In October 2017, we embraced a new co-artistic 
leadership model, celebrating the collaborative 
spirit of Silkroad. Together, we are pursuing an ever-
broader coalition of voices, representative of the 
world’s many perspectives, and remain firmly rooted 
in the belief that embracing difference leads to a 
more hopeful world. 
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“Underlying the [Silkroad] process is a foundation 
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shared goal of connection with each other and with 

our audience.” 
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ENGAGING COMMUNITIES
2017 – 2018

49 
artists co-created music  
and ideas    

24 
days on tour in the U.S. Northeast and 
Florida – Silkroad’s longest tour yet.  
5 universities visited and 9 learning 
activities presented throughout the tour.
    

Silkroad presented Layla and 
Majnun,  an evening-length 
collaboration with the Mark Morris 
Dance Group, Alim Qasimov, and 
Fargana Qasimova.

7 
world premieres  
given by Silkroad    

9

2.5 million 
people reached  

and 427,000 engagements  
across all digital media 

125,192 
web visitors 

and 277,876 page views 
from 192 countries

56,220
people in 27 cities joined Silkroad artists 
at 56 performances and 92 workshops  

Silkroad artists are at the center of our work:  
they model Silkroad’s approach to radical cultural collaboration 

through performances, workshops, and partnerships  
across disciplines.

Silkroad extended its community online, 
engaging more people than ever: 

arrangements and compositions were created  
by Silkroad for The Vietnam War series by  
Ken Burns and Lynn Novick, released 2017.

12 
performances   

4 
U.S. cities   

24,407 
audience members   

“I think that’s the incredible force of Silkroad’s 
collaboration and programming; in coming together, 
we become open to transcend our own personal and 

cultural backgrounds and aesthetic.” 
– Mario Gotoh, Silkroad violist

27 
instruments representing  

more than 10 traditions from 
around the world    

To view the video click on the image or follow the link bit.ly/no-go-slow
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FUELING CURIOSITY
2017 – 2018

Silkroad launched a partnership with the city  
of Reggio Emilia, Italy renowned for its approach  

to early childhood education.  

This “city of a hundred languages” provides an  
exceptional lab site to explore the role of the artist in  
a city whose growing migrant population introduces  

an expanding notion of community. 

 Lab Sites 
Silkroad artists returned to the Northern Cheyenne 

Reservation in Lame Deer, Montana, a deeply valued lab site, 
where Silkroad works collaboratively with teachers  

on the ground to explore art as a tool for collaboration  
across cultures.  

The lessons learned from these hands on experiences  
are shared with teachers through professional development 

workshops, a key strategy for reaching greater numbers  
of students and scaling the impact of Silkroad’s work.

Inspired by our work in Jordan last year, Silkroad  
traveled to Lebanon to share music.

This was the next step in designing a long-term 
partnership with the Jusoor Refugee Education Program. 

 Residencies based in the U.S. 
Silkroad residencies are deeply informed by global perspectives 

and guided by the passions of our growing collective of musicians, 
teaching artists, and cultural advocates.  The creation of new music 
is integral to these residencies, featuring workshops designated for 

the development of original works.  At Harvard University, Silkroad 
collaborated with the Business School to present a brand new case 

study about the organization.

This year’s U.S.-based partners included:
Rice University, Houston, TX

The College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA
Harvard University, Cambridge, MA

Freer|Sackler, Washington, DC

“We operate by asking questions to a new stranger in 
the room, and we operate with the idea of learning to 
listen — fully listen — with our whole bodies and our 

whole senses.” 
– Cristina Pato, Silkroad Galician bagpiper, at TedX Reggio Emilia

“I saw in [Silkroad] a kind of humanity 
that comes with the great desire to 

find themselves equal in their differences.” 
– Carla Rinaldi, President of Reggio Children Foundation

351
teachers attended a panel and 

workshops at both Montana Arts 
Integration Conference (University of 
Montana) and Mass Cultural Council 

(Boston Public Library). 

930
first-year Harvard Business School students 
participated in a Silkroad case study written  
by Harvard professors Rohit Deshpandé 
(Silkroad Board of Directors), Paul A. Gompers, 
and Scott Duke Kominers.

4
U.S.-based residencies featured  

12 performances and 16 workshops.  
12 newly commissioned pieces 

developed in workshops.

246
Syrian refugee students  

participated in 10 workshops.

BOSTON, MAUNIVERSITY OF MONTANA

To view the video click on the image or follow the link bit.ly/silkroad-latina

64
participant musicians from  
12 countries and 20 U.S. states  
attended the workshop   

$30,450  
in financial aid 

made it possible for  
42 participants to attend  

16.5
hours in rehearsal  

to prepare for 
4 participant concerts 

$

 Global Musician Workshop 
Silkroad’s Global Musician Workshop (GMW) is a week-long 

program where globally minded musicians learn from one 
another’s traditions, incorporating them into their own musical 

voices. The fourth annual GMW was held at DePauw University’s 
School of Music in Greencastle, IN, from June 25 - July 1, 2018.

 Off the stage, Silkroad artists are also teachers, producers, 
and advocates. They lead musician training workshops, create 
residency programs in schools, museums, and communities of 
all sizes, and experiment with new media and genres to share 

Silkroad’s model of radical cultural collaboration.

43
bands and  

35 workshops led by  
11 artist faculty 

625
people from Reggio Emilia joined Silkroad 
over 5 days for 10 performances,  
6 workshops, 1 panel, 1 press conference, 
and 7 meetings with cultural partners. 

https://www.bit.ly/silkroad-latina
https://www.silkroad.org/gmw
https://www.bit.ly/silkroad-latina
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FINANCES AND SUPPORTERS
2017 – 2018

$1,000 to $2,499
Milo and Robin Beach
Drs. Peter B. and Anna L. Davol
Patrick and Barbara Denihan
Brian and Reneé Elliott
Robert & Iris Fanger Family Foundation
Tom Fox
Roy and Myra Gordon
Donna Hale
Ellen Harder
William and Marcia Harris
Mary Eliot Jackson
Joseph and Margaret Koerner
Dorothy Lemelson Trust
Yeou-Cheng Ma
Richard and Claire Morse
Stephen and Jeryl Oristaglio
Kitty Pell
Bill and Lia Poorvu
Heather Regent
Renaissance Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Victoria Riskin
Lincoln Russell
Nina Simonds and Dan Rose
Diana Sorensen
Laurene Sperling
Hiroko Onoyama Sugawara
Gazel Tan and Thorson Lewis
Kenneth and Jean Telljohann
Kathy Whelan
Stephen and Geneva White
Jing Erl Yao Chen

$500 to $999
Rumiko and  Laurent Adamowicz
Gerald Anderson
Roger and Whitney Bagnall
Matthew and Carolyn  
Bucksbaum Family Foundation
Michael Clark
Herbert and Nancy Conley
Nicholas Cords
Rohit Deshpande
Elisabeth Fleischman
Catherine Gevers and John Fernandez
Donna Hale
Alice Hoffman
Isabelle Hunter
Jerry Isenberg
Jeff and Holly Jacobs
Linda Ketner and Beth Huntley
Cheryl Larrivee Elkins
Roy Olson
Penny Peet
David and Jacqueline Perlman
Gail Roberts
Robin Scari
John Steed
Peter Sherin
James Sorg
Paul and DiAnne Stebbins
Margit Thomsen
Jessica Turco
Berenike Ullmann
Kojiro Umezaki
Alan and Sarah Ward
Kathy Whelan

Photo credits ©:
Marilyn Culler
Susana Millman
John Owens
Steven Sandick

Sponsors
Silkroad (The Silk Road Project, Inc.) is 
a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization 
supported by individuals, foundations, and 
corporations. We are deeply grateful to 
the institutional partners whose generous 
support enables us to promote innovation, 
learning, and cross-cultural understanding 
around the world.

Connecting the World’s Neighborhoods
 
Silkroad gratefully acknowledges the 
generous individuals, corporations, and 
foundations that share our vision of a world 
transformed through the arts. The following 
list recognizes donations received between 
July 1, 2017, and June 30, 2018. 

$500,000 to $999,999
Ctrip

$250,000 to $499,999
Barr Foundation
War Eagle Alliance

$100,000 to $249,999
Judith Goldberg* 
Hyosung Corporation
The Khosrowshahi Family*
Thomas Roush and LaVon Kellner

$50,000 to $99,999
Emerson Collective, LLC
Anne Peretz*
Lori and Ted Samuels
The Tang Fund

$25,000 to $49,999
Carnegie Corporation of New York
Greater Houston Community Foundation
William Helman
Diann Kim and John Frank*
National Endowment for the Arts

$10,000 to $24,999
Alan Alda
Anonymous
Paul Buttenwieser
Gerry Cardinale
Ophelia Dahl and Lisa Frantzis
Richard and Barbara Debs
Rohit Deshpande
Joel Geeske 
The John & Marcia Goldman Foundation
Deborah Hawkins
Barbara W. Hostetter

$5,000 to $9,999
Jonathan and Karla Bays
Brian Diamond
Miss Wallace M. Leonard Foundation

$2,500 to $4,999
Mary Pat Buerkle
Merton Flemmings and  
Elizabeth ten Grotenhuis
Carolyn Mugar
Lia and William Poorvu
Barry Kemp

$1 to $499
Amin Adibi
Antonio Aguilar
Jeffrey Ainis
George Akkeh
William Alford and Yuanyuan Shen
Martha E Alliston
Anonymous
Rich Appelbaum
Isabelle Armstrong
Barbara Azizo
Alex and Cristin Bagnall 
Nandakumar Baiwally
Jorge Ballesteros
Gerard Beaugonin
Gaynal P. Behling
Viktoria Bengtsson
Reza Benshams
Camilla Blackman
Alan and Dorothy Blumberg
Tina Blythe and Lyle Davidson
Susan Brady
Marcia Brontman
Lucia Brunson
Jenn Burgess
Louise Cadwell
Jackie Cai
Laura Carey
Douglas Carter
Victor Castillo
Franciaco Chavolla
Elvira M Citelli
Nancy Clark
Betsey Cogswell
Marina Cohen
Annick Colomès
Paul Connelly
Jimena Coronado
Charles and Wendy Culbreth
Jacqueline Cunningham
Sheri Cupo
Priscilla Deck
Linda Detmers
Monika Diaz
William and Ellen Dickstein Kominers
Ruth Dillon
Tom and Nancy Dingman
Clive Driskill-Smith
Denis Fedin
Arthur and Janet Fine
Sean Flindt
Yvonne Flint
Laurie Flynn
Sandra Fowler
Ann Fox
Connie Frank and Evan Thompson
Howard Gardner
Hugh Gaskin
Catherine Giel
Michael Grimley
Vicky Guarracino
Connie Gunderson
Shirene Hansotia
Brian Harrison
Jessica Hefes
Jodi Henderson
Fred Herrmann
Lori Hill
Mats Holm
Charlotte Holtam
Isabelle Hunter
Marilyn Hutton
Colin Jacobsen
Laura Jenkins
Heidi Johnson
Hossein Kalantari
Mariam Kamshad
Ilene Kasper
Courtney Kennedy
Joseph Kielman
Ouija King
William and Yvette Kirby

Patti Knox
Scott Kominers
Joanne Kornoelje
Melinda Koyanis
Carol and Erik Krag
Beryl Kreisel
Sarah Lange
Brittany Lavalleur
Patricia Lefor-Jarvis
Cheryl Lew
Jeremy Loch
Jan Lodal
Jill MacCully
Noreen Madigan
Azadeh Madjidi
Conor Mccoole
Fern McHugh
Maria Meyer
Rich and Lisa Miceli
Gary and Susan Miles 
Abby Miller
Stephen Miller
Takako Moriguchi
Robert L. and Susan K. Murphy
Jen and Steve Nahn
Deirdre and Barry Nectow
Alemsandae Novakovic
Atsushi Ogaki
Ami Pathak
Marjorie Peters
Peter Poore
Norman and Susan Posner
Arthur and Barbara Powell
Rosie Powell
Harry Pratt
Anton Prenneis
Kathleen Putnam
Yifang Qian
Jennifer Randolph
Marcy Redick
Marise Redmann
Lynn Reeder
Brandon Rienhardt
Judith and Roger Roark
Maria Rodriquez
Maarten Roos
Yang Ruijie
Douglas Ryan
Marie Saito
Myrian Santiago
Lin Sasman
Anthony Sayer
Michael Schuster
May Ruth Seidel
Hillary Seitz
Shane Shanahan
Therese Shirreffs
Mary Shuttleworth
Maureen Shuttleworth
Claudia Silberhorn-Göbel
A. Spencer
Elizabeth Spove
Muriel Stitt
Shamim and Iqbal Talib
Oscar Tang
Barbara Thompson
Kirk Todd
Pauline Tresise
Rick True
Larry Tummino
Bernard Pucker
Cara Usher
Janelle Velten
Leslie Ward
Tanya Wendling
Erica Westcott Kelly
Robin Wynslow
Ken Yap
Jing Yu
Mike Zdeb

* Inner Circle

The Inner Circle was established in 2009 to recognize 
the generous individuals who have made significant 
multi-year commitments supporting all aspects of 
Silkroad’s mission. Members of the Inner Circle are 
marked with an asterisk in the list above.

Liabilities

General Administration

Equipment and Improvements, Net

Inventory

Prepaid Expenses and Other Current Assets

Other Receivables

Grants and Contributions Receivable, Net 

Cash

EXPENSES STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITIONREVENUE
Performance Fees AssetsProgram Services

$ $ $ 

471,250

2,611,889

6,328

4,339

156,564

230,071

1,362,147

1,286,449

1,639,908

Loss on Sales and Disposals of Equipment 596

Total Expenses 3,387,838

Total Assets 3,045,898

Program Income 265,514

Accounts Payable and Accrued Expenses 450,804

Fundraising 304,130

Deferred Revenue 200,000

Total Liabilities 650,804

Temporarily Restricted

Net Assets

Unrestricted, Board Designated

Total Net Assets 2,395,094

Unrestricted, Undesignated

Total Liabilities and Net Assets 3,045,898

1,831,650

125,641

437,803

Other Income

Merchandise Sales

36,885

11,233

Interest Income 313

Total Revenue 3,445,114

Grants and Contributions 1,491,261

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nhb3T6pm6N7nyTPN8A-SbDUIhThD-AHL/view?usp=sharing



