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Silkroad creates music that engages difference, sparking
radical cultural collaboration and passion-driven learning 

for a more hopeful and inclusive world
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our mission:
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A  L E T T E R  F R O M  O U R  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

                ilkroad’s 2019-2020 season was 

one   one of incredible change and

transition. Moving into our 20th year as an

organization, Silkroad has continued to

mature and evolve, bringing with it a

continued passion for the arts as a conduit

for a more hopeful and inclusive world. 

This year marked the transfer of executive

leadership from the hands of Eduardo

Braniff into my own. I was honored to join

the Silkroad family as its new Executive

Director

Director in November 2019. As in my most

recent position as the Director of Creative

Leadership Initiatives and Senior Advisor

to Turnaround Arts at the John F. Kennedy

Center for the Performing Arts, I am

thrilled to bring my passion of creating

more justice and equity in the world

through the arts.

While the year graced us with amazing

successes – such as the breathtaking

premiere and tour of Osvaldo Golijov’s

Falling Out of Time, as well as continued

rich, educational partnerships with

College of the Holy Cross and Boston

Conservatory at Berklee – it also brought

forth the globally devastating COVID-19

pandemic, which forced Silkroad to

continually adapt to an ever shifting

landscape. This, alongside America’s long-

awaited racial reckoning, has upended the

world and reminded us of why we do what

we 

A YEAR OF CHANGE
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we do: to build bridges, not walls; to

celebrate our differences; and to advocate

for a more hopeful and connected world. 

With a renewed sense of purpose amongst

these challenging times, Silkroad is

looking towards a bright future with new

artistic leadership, new social impact

initiatives, new and strengthened

partnerships, and new groundbreaking

projects. We are embarking on an exciting,

ambitious journey – one that will celebrate

the beauty of our differences, transcend

borders, and remind us of the limitless

potential we have when we work together. 

- Kathy Fletcher, Executive Director

 

S
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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS

Click on the video above to see highlights from Silkroad's
20-year history or visit bit.ly/silkroad-20th-anniversary



J U L Y  2 0 1 9  -  J U N E  2 0 2 0

THE YEAR AT A GLANCE

SILKROAD | FY20 ANNUAL REPORT 6

14

7,650

1,025

N E W  P I E C E S
W E R E  C R E A T E D  &

C O M M I S S I O N E D

P E O P L E  A T T E N D E D
S I L K R O A D  P E R F O R M A N C E S

P E O P L E  P A R T I C I P A T E D  I N
S I L K R O A D  W O R K S H O P S  &

C L A S S E S



J U L Y  2 0 1 9  -  J U N E  2 0 2 0

THE YEAR AT A GLANCE
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3

14.1 million

A  N E W  E X E C T I V E
L E A D E R S H I P  T E A M

U N I V E R S I T Y
P A R T N E R S H I P S

P E O P L E  R E A C H E D
A C R O S S  D I G I T A L

P L A T F O R M S



Through a unique musical language founded in difference
and cross-cultural collaboration, Silkroad celebrates the
stories, cultures, and sounds of communities across the
globe.
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creating music:

The creation of new music is central to
Silkroad's mission.
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14

O V E R V I E W

CREATING MUSIC

29 8
Silkroad

Artists
Guest

Artists
New

Pieces
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O V E R V I E W

CREATING MUSIC

instruments representing traditions from around the world18
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F A L L I N G  O U T  O F  T I M E

CREATING MUSIC

Silkroad premiered and toured a brand new evening-length work
by Osvaldo Golijov, Falling Out of Time. 

Inspired by Israeli writer David Grossman's eponymous novel, the music tells the story of a
bereaved mother and father grieving the unbearable loss of their son. Featuring thirteen artists
and drawing from ballads of Central Asia and the early Delta Blues, the result is music that
immerses listeners into "a realm where loss is not merely an absence, but a life force of its own."

http://silkroad.org/time


CREATING MUSIC
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F A L L I N G  O U T  O F  T I M E

Over                         audience members
attended seven performances of
Falling Out of Time across        U.S.
states.

2,950

6

The tour included two recording sessions
at the Barns at Wolf Trap in Virginia for
an upcoming album to be released in Fall
of 2020. 

“There is
breath
there 
is breath
inside the pain
there is
breath.”

— David Grossman, Falling Out of Time (2014)
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S I L K R O A D  S E E D S

CREATING MUSIC

Silkroad launched the pilot phase of Silkroad Seeds:
a program which aims to fuel the creativity of Silkroad’s community of artists through
individual project-based commissions. 

6 artists were commissioned
to design new initiatives,
projects, and pieces.

http://silkroad.org/seeds
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E M E R G E N C E

CREATING MUSIC

Silkroad workshopped a brand new
commission, Emergence, at Harvard’s
ArtLab.

Written by Danny Mekonnen, the project illuminates
the work of pianist, harpist, singer, and composer Alice
Coltrane Turiyasangitananda. 

The five-day development culminated in a
public facing work-in-progress performance
that brought together              people from the
Harvard and local Allston, MA community.

70
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J U L Y  2 0 1 9  -  J U N E  2 0 2 0

DIGITAL ENGAGEMENT

Silkroad extended its global community online, engaging more
people than ever: 

14.1 million
P E O P L E  R E A C H E D
A C R O S S  D I G I T A L

P L A T F O R M S

1.28 million
E N G A G E M E N T S  A C R O S S

A L L  D I G I T A L  M E D I A
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J U L Y  2 0 1 9  -  J U N E  2 0 2 0

DIGITAL ENGAGEMENT

127,000
W E B S I T E  V I S I T O R S

248,000
P A G E V I E W S

&
from over 10 countries
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ATASHGAH

Click on the video above to watch Silkroad's performance of
"Atashgah" composed by Silkroad violinist and composer
Colin Jacobsen or visit bit.ly/atashgah



Silkroad artists lead artistic workshops, guided discussions,
professional development opportunities, and collaborative
residency programs.
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passion-driven learning:

Silkroad uses the power of the arts to
fuel passions and inspire new pathways
for education.
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B O S T O N  C O N S E R V A T O R Y  A T  B E R K L E E

PASSION-DRIVEN LEARNING

Silkroad partnered with Boston
Conservatory at Berklee to
present two programs:

A multi-day intensive on improvisation
and culturally-informed musicianship

The Silkroad Creativity Lab: a
semester-long course, now in its
second year, which focused on artistic
citizenship, musical identity, self-
expression, improvisation, and art as a
tool for connection
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C O L L E G E  O F  T H E  H O L Y  C R O S S

PASSION-DRIVEN LEARNING

Silkroad artists joined College of
the Holy Cross to present a variety
of workshops, performances, and
community engagement events. 

Led by Silkroad percussionists, the spring
residency included a glimpse into the creative
process behind a new commission, And the Walls
Became the World Around Us, by Edward Pérez.

Over                    students attended
workshops and performances.

200

Edward Pérez’s And the Walls Became the World Around Us is
a new work inspired by the popular children’s book Where
the Wild Things Are.
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H A R V A R D  U N I V E R S I T Y

PASSION-DRIVEN LEARNING

Silkroad celebrated its partnership with Harvard University with
its annual concert.
This year, Silkroad expanded to two performances, bringing together students from the Lame
Deer and Standing Rock Native Reservations to perform in a collaborative concert with Yo-Yo
Ma and other Silkroad artists. 

Together, the students created a new work telling the native tale of how the Cheyenne people
were first introduced to the flute.

300+
people attended the free
back-to-back performances



Many of the projects within the industry of music were
greatly affected, and ours at Silkroad were no exception.
This challenged us, however, to reevaluate, reconstruct, and
innovate fresh ways to reach our core audience. Using
technology to great advantage, it was also a grand
opportunity to further our mission by making intimate
connections on a global scale. 
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covid-19 impact:

The impact of a global pandemic cannot
be understated. 
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S I L K R O A D ' S  R E S P O N S E

COVID-19 IMPACT

In light of COVID-19’s devastating impact, Silkroad developed a
five-year long plan to respond, recover, and rebuild from the
pandemic.

This 20th fiscal year marks the beginning of our Response phase, moving programming online,
limiting our resources, and making difficult decisions to cut costs. 

This preparation will help us move into our Recovery phase in 2021 to build an even stronger
and more robust Silkroad.

RESPOND RECOVER REBUILD
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S I L K R O A D  H O M E  S E S S I O N S

COVID-19 IMPACT

The shift to online
programming birthed
Silkroad’s Home Sessions:

a four-month-long series of short, intimate
performances by the artists and friends of
Silkroad, sharing songs of comfort from their
own homes to our audience around the world
during this very uncertain time. 

36
A R T I S T S
P A R T I C I P A T E D
including Yo-Yo Ma
and Rhiannon Giddens

https://www.silkroad.org/home-sessions
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#SONGSOFCOMFORT

Click on the video above to watch Yo-Yo Ma's
Home Session or visit bit.ly/yym-home-session

Inspired by Yo-Yo Ma's #songsofcomfort, Silkroad Home Sessions
adopted this hashtag to spread music for peace, joy, and healing.
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G L O B A L  M U S I C I A N  W O R K S H O P

COVID-19 IMPACT

Since Silkroad’s Global Musician Workshop (GMW) couldn’t be
held in-person this year, we instead curated              virtual GMW
Community Meetings.

Each meeting was hosted by one of our 10 GMW faculty, sharing performances, discussion, and
a live Q&A for free across Silkroad’s Facebook platform.

10

The GMW Community Meetings reached over 150,000 people all over the globe.

http://silkroad.org/gmw


SILKROAD | FY20 ANNUAL REPORT 27

A R T I S T  R E S P O N S E  P R O J E C T S

COVID-19 IMPACT

As Silkroad’s direct response to the
pandemic, an Emergency Fund was
initiated to support Silkroad and its artists.

6 new pieces were composed by duos of Silkroad Artists,
working collaboratively across distance to creatively respond
to the pandemic.

The Emergency Fund also supported a service project, 1 Car, 3
Musicians, 5 Boroughs, which brought songs of comfort and joy
to five boroughs across New York City.

This fund facilitated the commissioning of  
 Silkroad artists to create new musical works and
develop engaging community outreach.

13

https://www.silkroad.org/response-about
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1 CAR, 3 MUSICIANS, 5 BOROUGHS

Click on the video above to learn about Hadi Eldebek's Artist
Response Project or visit bit.ly/1car-3musicians-5boroughs



Kathy Fletcher, Executive Director (as of 11/2019)

Eduardo Braniff, Executive Director (through 10/2019)

Nicholas Cords, Co-Artistic Director

Shane Shanahan, Co-Artistic Director

Anthony Barbir, Deputy Director

Jennifer Klahn, Director of Development

Jessica Shuttleworth, Director of Marketing

Jacqueline Worley, Director of Finance 

Lori Taylor, Director of Learning 

Liz Keller-Tripp, Director of Artistic Programs

Shea Mavros, Acting Director of Learning

Adam Gurczak, Artistic Programs Administrator

Hannah Dardashti, Associate 

M E E T  T H E  S I L K R O A D  T E A M

OUR TEAM

SILKROAD | FY20 ANNUAL REPORT 29

Golnar Khosrowshahi, Chair

Lori Samuels, Vice Chair

Faith Raiguel, Treasurer

Isabelle Hunter, Clerk

Jonathan Bays

Ophelia Dahl

Rohit Deshpandé

Boris Dolgonos

Kathy Fletcher, ex officio

LaVon Kellner

Diann Kim

Nicholas Ma

Paul Stebbins

Staff & Key Contractors: Board of Directors:



C L I C K  H E R E  T O  D O W N L O A D  F U L L  A U D I T E D  S T A T E M E N T S

FINANCIALS & SUPPORTERS
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The Silk Road Project, Inc. (dba Silkroad) is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization supported by
individuals, foundations, and corporations. We are deeply grateful to the institutional partners
whose generous support enables us to promote innovation, learning, and cross-cultural
understanding around the world.

Sponsors:

Barr Foundation

Hyosung Corporation

National Endowment for the Arts

Alice L. Walton Foundation



C L I C K  H E R E  T O  D O W N L O A D  F U L L  A U D I T E D  S T A T E M E N T S

FINANCIALS & SUPPORTERS
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Silkroad gratefully acknowledges the generous individuals, corporations, and foundations that
share our vision of a world transformed through the arts. The following list recognizes
donations received between July 1, 2019, and June 30, 2020.

Connecting the World’s Neighborhoods

$1,000,000+
Hyosung Corporation

$750,000 - $999,999
Alice L. Walton Foundation

$500,000 - $749,999
The Barr Foundation

$250,000 - $499,999
Small Business Association

$100,000 - $249,999
Lori and Ted Samuels

$50,000 - $99,999
Harvard University
Daniel and Annette Nowiszewski
LaVon Kellner and Tom Roush

$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous
National Endowment for the Arts

$10,000 - $24,999
Michael Burstein
Catherine and Paul Buttenwieser 

Foundation
Ophelia Dahl and Lisa Frantzis

The Debs Foundation
Rohit Deshpandé
Diane Mott Charitable Fund
Amos and Barbara Hostetter
Jane Dawson Shang & Paul Shang Charitable 

Foundation
John and Marcia Goldman Foundation
Edwin M. Kania, Jr.
Seth A. and Beth S. Klarman
Robert Meyerhoff and Rheda Becker
Playing for Change
Sotheby's Hong Kong
Diane Troderman
Howard Wright



C L I C K  H E R E  T O  D O W N L O A D  F U L L  A U D I T E D  S T A T E M E N T S

FINANCIALS & SUPPORTERS
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$5,000 - $9,999
Alex Berkovitch
Cambridge Community 

Foundation
Cambridge Trust Company
Steve and Allyson Cook
Deborah Hawkins
Miss Wallace M. Leonard 

Foundation
New Music USA
New Wilderness Point 

Foundation
Anne Peretz

$2,500 - $4,999
Alan and Arlene Alda
Gordon & Betty Moore 

Foundation
Kristine and Marc Granetz
Joyce Linde
The MAP Fund

Heather Regent

$1,000 - $2,499
Roz Allen and Paul Landry
Jonathan and Karla Bays
Milo Beach
Joan Benny
Jing Erl Yao Chen
Anna and Peter Davol
Judith Envin
Judith Goldberg
Myra and Roy Gordon
Carolyn Grinstein
Caroline Hultberg
Prince Amyn Aga Khan
Nicholas Ma
Yeou Cheng Ma
William and Lia Poorvu
Jennifer Randolph
Rosenthal Family Foundations
Lincoln Russell

Schwartz Charitable Foundation
Paul and Dianne Stebbins
Elizabeth ten Grotenhuis and 

Merton Flemings
Lewis Thorson
Berenike Ullmann
Ben and Barbara von Reiche
Ludwig von Reiche
The Whitehead Foundation

ASSOCIATES: $500 - $999
Roger Bagnall
Thomas Botts
Janice Braly
Carolyn Bucksbaum
Peggy Burns and Philip J. DeLoria
Angela Chao
Michael Clark
Catherine Gevers and John 

Fernandez
Elisabeth Fleischman

Garrett Moran & Mary
Penniman Moran Family 

Foundation
The Keep It Going Fund
Cheryl Larivee- Elkins
Los Angeles Philharmonic
Carolyn Mugar
National Philanthropic 

Trust
Nicholas Pardon
Shoujou Piston
James Sorg
Kojiro Umezaki

FRIENDS: $1 - $499
Mojdah Akhaven
George Akkeh
Yoshiko Amemiya
Lee Ann Gekas
Diane Aramony
Katharine Bagot
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FINANCIALS & SUPPORTERS
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Paule Barsalou
Ann Batum
Claudia Baxter
Susan Bell
Pamela Berger
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Claire Bicrel
Evrim Binbas
Geri Blitzman
Dorothy Blumberg
Mark Borchelt
Diane Borger
Yvonne Boyd
Elizabeth Bredin
Robert Briselli
Danielle Bristow
Marcia Brontman
Maia Brumberg-Kraud 
Lucia Brunson
Gail Burke

Elizabeth Butler
Linda Calandra
Patricia Calvo
Darcy Campbell
Francisco Chaviolla
Carol Chaykin
Meiru Chen
Elvira Citelli
Joan Cohen
Marina Cohen
Donna Collins
Nicholas Cords
Charles and Wendy Culbreth
Clare Norman Cuzzer
Priscilla Deck
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Hampton Dejarnette
Sylvia Delafield
Ruthenia Dillon
Thomas Dingman
Kathleen Dorgan

Pamela Dorrell
Jan Dowling
Thomas Draudt
Cheryl Dresser
Kenneth Dreyfack
Mary Dusenbury
Constance Eagan
Samantha Elghanayan
Katherine Elsworthy
Michele Emmer
Essential Elements Laser 

Therapy
John Farrar
Edward Fehlig
Julia Ferguson
Sean Flindt
Yvonne Flint
Ann Fox
Tom Fox
Sharon Fruchtman
G. Schirmer, Inc.

Nina Galerstein
Nancy and Nat Gardiner
Howard Gardner
Maura Gattuso
Joel Gendler
Mas Generis
Paul Gifford
Gil Foundation
Ora Gladstone
Amit Golding
Richard Gordon
Rebecca Gould
Vartan Gregorian
Susan Groff-Van Arendonk
Lori Gross
Patricia Hagge
Elizabeth Harvin
Yasuko Hattori
Larry Heit
Libby Helms
Richard Helsel
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FINANCIALS & SUPPORTERS
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Jodi Henderson
Rosina Hernandez-Eller
John Hornik
Nancy Howley
Isabelle Hunter
Smithsonian Institution
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Jascha Hoffman Giving 
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Kim Ji Hyun
Ya Ju Chang
Erin Kelly
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Alan Mattis
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Erin Miller
Stephen Miller
Shaida Mohamed
Penny Mohr
Karen Mueller
Anne Muir
Susan Murphy
Deirdre and Barry Nectow
Dung Nguyen
Susan Noel
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Jeanine Ockey
Beth Olearczyk
Roy Olson
Natalie Parker
Deborah Perkins
Marjorie Peters
Maria Phillips
Peter Poore

Posner Charitable Trust
Maria Poveromo
Arthur Powell
Harold Pratt
Adele Pressman
Sandra Prez
Kathleen Putnam
Yifang Qian
Susan Rabe
Faith Raiguel
Michael Redmond
Dana Reeder
Klaus Reischmann
Diana Rockefeller
Andrea Rodriguez
Sergei Rogovtcev
Maarten Roos
Polly Rose
Rachel Rosenberg
Alan Rosenbloom
Douglas Ryan
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Marie Saito
Cynthia Sanford
Sara Santos
Lin Sasman
Miriam-Nina Schmidt
Susan Schneider
Terri Schwartz
Amanda Seigel
Priya Sekar
Timothy Sennatt
Krunoslav Severec
Laura Shifley
Nancy Shockley
Jessica Shuttleworth
Oscar Siches
Kleo Skordou-Zehentleitner
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Jacqueline Worley
Robin Newell Wynslow
Mariel Vandersteel Wyslouch
Laura Yang
Mike Zdeb
Pei Zhai
Richard Ziemba
Deborah Zotian

Thank
you for

your
support!
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